Pentti Pirhonen, Ilpo Halonen: "A Webzine Experience"
Learning by doing; eJournal publishing tool as a working platform

We took the eJournal into use at the end of November 2002 as our course Learn Internet Projects by Doing (LIP) was started at the State Teacher-In-Service Training Center Tampere, Finland. There were 21 Finnish language teachers, most of them newcomers on the projects scene taking part in this course. Instructions were given in some hours time, and there was practical training of the use for a couple of hours. The leader of the course was Ilpo Halonen, the coordinator of ESP in Finland. Pentti Pirhonen, another coordinator of ESP, was the main instructor of the eJournal., the tool developed in cooperation with  COMPACT, the Comenius 3 network..

After the quick training participants were divided into 11 eJournals, and every Finnish course participant was given the right of a editor-in-chief sothat they were able entirely to use and control their own eJournal. They were asked to work independently in their eJournals, and, if possible, to
instruct their foreign colleagues, the project partners into the use of the tool. Projects they started with were mainly based on The Image/Das Bild concept of ESP.  There were international project partners from more than 10 foreign countries. During the course new contacts were closed and new
partners were taken in.

Between the first and the second seminar at the end of Januart 2003 participants  were given help in case they needed it but  they worked mostly on their own. One report from each eJournal was sent to the emoderator who checked that everything was running O.K. in the eJournals. There was only
one eJournal among 11 where there was no content. It was due to the fact that another LMS (FLE3) had been taken into use in the school, and the teachers of the school were directed to use another tool and not the eJournal in their projects.

The second seminar of the course took place at the end of January 2003. The course participants gave reports about their success with the projects, and further instructions were given to them, especially about the matters concerning the role of the editor-in-chief. According to the reports
everything was running smoothly in the eJournals. During the seminar new ideas were discussed, and more instructions were given how to go on with projects. There was also discussion about how to evaluate the project work as a whole and indivual projects in detail. One conclusion was that
interactive forms will be made for purposes of project evaluation.

The third and the last seminar at the end of March 2003 will discuss the questions of how to end a project, how to evaluate a project and what to do next.

In my opinion, the LIP course has proved the fact that the eJournal is a proper tool for this kind of international projects. There is a very low threshold to start the work, as even newcomers learn to use the eJournal in no time at all. Quick publishing in the Internet boosts the motivation of the users of eJournals immensely.

Diving the larger groups into smaller groups who all have their own eJournal available encourages the participants to be active and creative in theirproject work. There is certain competition between single eJournals whichcontributes to better results. It is no problem to organize work after editors-in-chief have learned to create new folders and transfer files from one folder to another. It is easy as it follows the normal logic of exploring.

Sharing knowledge is a very important property in eJournal. The editor-in-chief is able to share the folders to other users, so that the content of the folder is available also to partners. This greatly adds to the cohesion of the course , as the participants feel that they really collaborate with each other and no one is alone in the Internet. The feeling of mutual presence is most important when work is done mostly in ways of
distant learning.
