ESP Denmark

The first collaborative projects involving four Danish and four English schools saw the light of day in 1987. During the past 16 years the ESP-DK project has expanded its activities nationally as well as internationally. New schools, new teachers and new countries have joined and yet many of the colleagues, who in the early days struggled with cables, modems, strange characters etc. are still active in many projects, apart from being important initiators or moderators for their colleagues both at home and abroad. 

At this year’s ESP/ECOLE conference one of the Danish/European pioneers in the field: Nina Lund at Fredensborg skole will make her last - according to herself - presentation of her work, summing up 16 years’ of experience in the field. Nina has initiated many new projects over the years of which some have become models for other ESP projects. We wish to take the opportunity here in this country report to thank Nina for the tremendous work and energy, she has put into ESP both in Denmark and abroad. We know that your own students and the students and teachers you have collaborated with, have appreciated, enjoyed and above all learned much from this collaborative work, not only about the topic concerned, but also about the European cultural diversity. The projects have been an eye opener for many students and their parents. 

ESP Denmark began as a research programme at the Royal Danish School of Educational Studies under the INFA project. In 2000 the institution changed to the Danish University of Education and from 2002 the project is placed at the Centre for Higher Education, Copenhagen & North Zealand, where it today is one of the many international activities within the newly established International Secretariat at the Centre. 

These many institutional changes have of course had an effect on our daily work as coordinators. But our working situation will be more stable from now on.

The ESP conference in Malmoe in 2002 yet again meant new contacts, new transnational projects, but also other initiatives have meant that more Danish teachers have found partners for their transnational work.

Many other activities have been spin offs of the ESP network, such as the ECOLE project, where ESP-DK is a partner and the Comenius 2 PROMISE project, where we are project coordinator. PROMISE is a continuation of the series of in-service training courses PIST and TRANSPRO.

Within the TRANSPRO project we have published a book: ‘The Project Method and Transnational Projects’ together with John Rullestad, Norway, Bobr Brdicka, the Czech Republic and the main course tutor at our five courses: Signe Holm-Larsen.

The partners in the PROMISE project include the colleagues mentioned above and their institutions plus the European SchoolNet. 

In ECOLE we have taken part in the re-editing of the material for ‘The Image of the Other’ as well as the creation of the Image portal, apart from being engaged in designing in-service courses for European teachers in topics relevant in transnational projects. In the latter there has been cooperation between the ECOLE and PROMISE projects.

A special spin off is the Youth Meeting Youth project, a collaborative project between Danish, Kenyan and Zambian schools sponsored by the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, DANIDA. Also in this collaboration, Danish schools take part. Schools that are or have been engaged in ESP-DK activities over a shorter or longer period of time.

As the international dimension and the use of ICT have become essential parts of the curricula for the Danish primary and lower secondary schools, more and more teachers have become interested in joining collaborative projects with peers abroad. This means a growing interest from schools, municipalities and pedagogical centres for courses or study circles focussing on these two topics. The large representation at this conference of schools in the Fredensborg-Humlebæk municipality has its roots in such in-service activities.

Many Danish teachers are engaged in other projects such the MyEurope project, the Spring Day activities under EUN and the UNESCO Slave Trade Project. 

At the Centre for Higher Education, Copenhagen & North Zealand, the board and the rector put much emphasis on promoting the international dimension in all areas. As a result of this several colleagues from the centre representing ICT, foreign languages and the school library education take part in this year’s conference with the aim of establishing international contacts.

Through our engagement in Comenius 2 and 3 projects and in our support to teachers at the in-service courses, we have had an excellent collaboration with many of the colleagues at the Danish National Agency, Cirius. Therefore it’s a pleasure to have Lone Kaplan from the Danish National Agency among us at this ESP/ECOLE conference.

It has been a hectic, challenging and most interesting 2002. We wish to thank all the Danish colleagues present and at home for the collaboration during the past year, and also our colleagues in ESP, ECOLE and PROMISE for both ups and downs and tremendous hard work at times. We are looking forward to developing our work even further in the year to come for the benefit of teachers new or experienced engaged in transnational collaboration.
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