

TeenTour – A guided Tour For Teenagers


Teen Tour- a Guided Tour for Teenagers

Teen Tour- a Guided Tour for Teenagers, is a project that will involve different kind of schools, subjects and students. The six European (Portugal, Estonia, Italy, Denmark, Czech Republic and Spain) schools working on it will adopt procedures all together to involve the pupils in developing an information system that allows teenagers to know the reality of different European countries. The teachers will not only try to guide the students through the different countries in order to get to know history and geography better. No, we also want to guide them psychologically, so that they think more about all the problems that we find today in order to try to improve our international understanding.
Starting and preparing this project in these years, an important turning point for the European Union that is opening to new countries, is a big challenge for us. We’re working so that the new generations feel that there's really only ONE Europe. 

Therefore these are our aims:

· to improve communication between the pupils of the different countries in order to work in partnership;

· to promote the union of different cultures from different countries, each one part of one Europe;

· to promote the educational success of pupils, learning from each other: autonomous learning and study method, acknowledgement of strong and weak points, modifying the personal strategies of learning; 

· to stimulate pupils to understand other European languages; 

· to improve pupils’ skills within the communication and information technologies;

· to improve the situation for kids who drop out too early from school or who are thrown out of school! To learn and exchange experiences that allows us, teachers, to answer questions like: Where do they go? Can we learn something from each other? 

-
to promote the European Dimension and the Common Identity notion;

· to let pupils understand what “quality of life” means;

· to decide and get involved into decisions about the improvements to be done on this specific matter;

· to compare and gather info about school calendars, sport activities, climate and sports, economical and social situation, hobbies, work experience, etc.

· to inform the community about the various spare time activities and opportunities for teenagers in the different European regions.

During this project we aim to share all kind of culture from the different countries involved and let the students be the kernel of this process. 

To achieve our aims we will have to implement different activities on different levels:

· In each school – We will prepare exhibitions of the work done, at least once a year, sharing the information gathered with the school community, involve other students that are not active elements of the project to participate and give their points of view about it.

· All schools together – In order to develop a good and useful work we need to be constantly in contact with each other and share the work we do in our own school. During the project the students will keep in touch via e-mail. We’ll also establish dates when we’ll all “get together” in “chat rooms”.

It’s also very important that, at the end of the project, we have some knowledge of the different education systems of the countries involved so that we may develop new and/or different strategies to improve teaching. 

To achieve this during the project we will visit the partner schools. It’s important that the headmaster participates in some of these visits. Furthermore we’ll organise a teacher's exchange project.

When a school is hosting it’s important that the whole school community is involved and that,  when leaving, the visitor feels that he  learned different point of views of the region visited from education system to economics or social aspects.

· With the community – We want our project to be an open and helpful one, that’s why we’ll be preparing a webpage – this way it’ll be easy to reach from all over the world.

These activities are the main ones, but we know that some adjustments will be made during the course and we expect to improve.

The final product of this project is the creation of a Webpage linking the information created by the students about their region/city and the activities, expectations and needs as teenagers.

To evaluate the progress of the project and its impact on the participating pupils, on the teachers and the participating institution, there’ll be a check list – with chat line and forum for students and teachers - on the website with all the important steps of the project. Each school will make an evaluation and share it on-line with the other institutions. 

The results, the experience and end products amongst the participating institutions will be disseminated by the webpage, via Internet. Here you can see and listen to all the products. 

This Webpage will be linked with École Network – a Comenius 3 project – and this is another way of disseminating our work and project. 

It is also possible that the teachers involved will participate in seminars and conferences with this network, sharing the knowledge and experience from our TeenTour project with others.
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