Fle3 software – Open Source and Free Software for Collaborative 

Knowledge Building and Design

Fle3 is software for computer supported collaborative learning (CSCL). 

Fle3 is a web based learning environment, which can be used with 

standard web-browsers. Fle3 is designed to support learner and group 

centered work that concentrates on creating and developing expressions 

of knowledge (i.e. knowledge artifacts) and design. The software is 

developed by ITCOLE project and Open Source research and development 

community, which includes pedagogical researchers, user interface 

designers, software engineers, practitioners of education, teachers and 

students. Fle3 software is already in use in many educational 

institutions and the users are all the time innovating new ways to use 

the software varying from classroom use to distant learning and 

community development projects. The presentation introduces Fle3 

software, two user cases and situations of using Fle3 in school 

environment and the Open Source / Free Software development model used 

for developing Fle3. Furthermore the presenntation discusses on the 

connection between Open Source / Free Software development model and 

CSCL software.
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